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Watergate
Proseculors
Admit Error

Uy Stepnen Green

Washinston Post Statl Writer
Two members of the origi-
nal Watergate prosecution
‘team conceded yesterday be-
fore -the Senate Judiciary
Committee that they made at
least two mistakes in the han.

dling of the investigation.
Assistant Attorney General
Henry Petersen at first denied
--but then agreed<—that he
should have “pursued the
meaning of photographs sup-
plied by the Central Intelli-
gence Agency-:that  later
turned out to connect the orig-
inal 1Vatergate - defendanis
with the burglary of the office
of Daniel Ellsberg’s psychia-

trist, Dr. Lewis J. Fielding:
And in a second coneession.
Hareld Titus, former U.S. At-
torney for the District, ini-
tially toid the commttee that
he made no decisions in the
Watergate investigations. He
then changed his testimony
and stated that he wrongly!
- permitted lawyers- for Presi-|
dent Nixon's re-election cam-|
paign committee to be present}
i

when FBI agents interviewed;
committes employees. i

The Judiciary Committee isi
considering whether to con-i
firm XMr. Nixon’s appointment p
of Earl Silbert as U.S. attor-}
ney to succeed Titus. Silbert,!
now acting U.S. attorney, was|
Titus' top  assistant  andl
worked wider Petersen and
Titus in the Watergate investi-
aation. .

Petersen said that in De-
lcember, 1972, or early Janu-
jary, 1973, he had obuained
from tne CI:\ a series of pho-
tograpis they had developed
at the request of G. Gordon
Liddy, then a Waterzate de-
fendant and now a convicted
Watergate conspirator.

One o! the photos shows a
parking <pace rveserved fory
‘Fieldinz and another showsy
‘Liddy standing near Fielding's)
rofrice building. Another photoy

+
1

(from thie same roll of filmy

rshows the phony identification)

B

Feards et by the Waterzate]
{ burglars.
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Under questioning Monday
by Sen. Sam Ervin (D-N.C),
Petersen repeatedly testified
that there was no reason for:
prosecutors to pursue the)

meaning of the photographs. -

Yesterday, under persistent
questioning by Sen. John V.
Tunney - (D-Calif.) Petersen
said “Liddy was a hizarre indi-
vidual. We just didn’t under-
stand this man. The fact that
he had made a photo of him-
self didn't seem unusual.”

“But it seems so easy” to
ask for an. FBI check on the
photos, interjected Tunney.

“It was a faux pas,” Peter-
sen finally said. - “L: should
have done it, even though it
might have turned out nega-
txve -

- It wasn't. until Aprll that
former presidential -lawyer
John W. Dean III told the
prosecutors of White House
involvement in the Fielding
burglary. On April 27, Federal
Judge Matt Byrne, presiding

at the Ellsberg trial in Los An-
geles made public a memo to!
him from Silbert disclesing:
details of the burglary.

Petersen told the co“nmutc-e’
that he gave the ClA docu-f
ments to Siibert who was in:
charse of the dayv-to-day de~5
tails of the WaterzZate investi-:
sation. !

He said Silbert did not nmm
stie the photos eitner bui, hej
addad, “I'm not p;ﬂpared to‘
eriticize Mr. Siloert for what I
didn’t have enough sense fo;
tell him to do.”

Titus appeared before the;
commnitiee after Petersen com-‘
pleted ais fourth day of test:
mony. Titus began his testi-
mouny by telling Ervin that he
asswwed Silbert to the Water-
¢ate case becuuse he (Titus);
couldn't take time away from|
his other duries to handle it.:
He said the decisions
made by Siibert.

Then Tunney asked
lawyers from tae re-electisr:
committee were permiited to:
attend the interrogation of
campaign comimittee employ-
25 by FRBI agents. ;

STt was a judgment call'-
said Titus who added that “wel
wanted” to protect the rx:.;nts.
of employees wno were quest
tioned. |

“My

‘

recollection was that]

werej

AMr. Sitbert did not approve of
'it. I made the decision to
have it done. In retrospect 1
would not do it again. It was
not a good decision. I'm nof
,)xOLd ol it,” Titus said.

He ssid presecutors later |
withdrew approval for Nizon
committee lawyers to attend |
the interrogation sessions be-
cause they telt the employvzes
were ‘intimidated” by their!
presence.

Titus testified that nel.:her
he nor Silbert had made t”!ef
decision for Dean to attend:

the questioning . of Vhite:
House employees by F3I!
agents: “The -decision was

made above Mr.
myself,” he said.

Earlier Pctersen- said he
didn’t recall . who had made
the decision for Dean to at.|
tend the questioning of W‘me
House employes.. -

At one point Ervin c'n::r"nl
that the presence .of Dean and :
reelection committee lawvers
was deliberately “intended to:
intimidate” those being que:-
tioned.

Although Tunney and Ervin
‘thave said -President Nixon-
ishouid not have nominatad
Silbert for the chief Cederal
i prosscutor’s past in the Dis.
trict, they

e¢ members s tnat
‘taey do not know whether the
i nomination will be approved.

Both Petersen and Titus
stronaly urzed ihe commitize
to auprm——- the nomination.

“Earl  Silbert broke he-
! Watergate case.. That was it
: We h‘.“ helo from . DIess,
“from  Sen. Lrvin's (Sepate
\Vﬂw"'-fafa\ commmiriee. But

1 Silhert broke the “Waier-
ase,” Petersen said
ponse to questions from Sen.

a . Hurska (R-Neb.).
Hmsl'a. ranking GOP ms
the Judiciary Commig-
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Sllbert and

and other commit-

I

r"bﬁe"

t 1greed ith Petersen and
b&ld the Silbert nomination
svould be 4Pprov ed by "a

.&,'hv) “unanimous vote.
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